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Background & motivation

+ Europe is particularly prone to 
+ River and Coastal Floods

+ Droughts

+ Extreme Weather

+ High confidence that innovations offer potential for risk reduction; however, many never

reach the market because of
• … technical readiness (incl. unforeseen or negative impacts)

• … social acceptance

• … funding/cost



Bridging the Gap in Innnovations in 

Disaster Resilience (BRIGAID)

+ H2020 Disaster Resilience & Climate  

Change Innovation Grant

+ 7.8M€; 24 partners from 14 countries

+ Brings together innovators and end-users in

Communities of Innovation to increase  

opportunities for market-uptake
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PARTNERS
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INNOVATIONS WITHIN BRIGAID
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FLOODS

18 innovations

EXTREME WEATHER

16 innovations

DROUGHTS

20 innovations

MULTI HAZARD

15 innovations

TYPES OF INNOVATIONS



HYDROVENTIV SMART GREEN ROOF

Installation ongoing at this moment !
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PLANNING
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Testing Framework Technical, Societal & 

Market Readiness



LIVING LABS

• Flood Proof Holland

• Flood Flood Proof Romania

- 3 test basins: 2.5m x 20m x 30m

- 1 will allow for testing of river flood 
defenses (i.e., “flow past” barriers)

• Field test sites, e.g. Antwerp

Sint-Andries as 

“LIVING LAB”
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Market Analysis Framework (MAF+) 

maf.brigad.eu

• An online facility for collaboration between innovators 

and business development experts from BRIGAID

• Supports innovators to evolve their idea into a business 

through demand-driven product development

• Designed for non-specialists in market analysis and 

business development

Setting the 
scene

Selecting a 
target group

Assessing 
market 

attractiveness

Analysing 
the 

competition

Identifying 
strategic 
actions

Wrapping 
up the 

assessment
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PREVIOUS MEETINGS

May 2016, Delft

November 2016, Leuven

May 2017, Berlin



SOME HIGHLIGHTS

• Many innovations on board

• Working towards field tests

• Dissemination and end-user events

• Support of innovators, tools and methods 

available:

- European hazards maps

- Technical guidelines

- Social readiness

- Business support

- Climate innovation Window

• Outlook: increased involvement of end-
users



VENICE CONFERENCE

+ Project meeting & end-user meeting



The work leading to these results has received funding from the 

European Community’s Horizon 2020 Programme (2014-2020) 

under grant agreement n° 700699. And the opinions expressed 

in this presentation reflect only the author’s view and reflects in 

no way the European Commission’s opinions. The European 

Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of 

the information it contains.



19

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement 

No 700699. The opinions expressed in this document reflect only the author’s view and in no way reflect the European Commission’s 

opinions. The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.
www.brigaid.eu
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Innovations

Identify 75-100 Innovations 

(TRL 4-8)

Select 35-50 innovations 
to test, validate & 

demonstrate 

select 20-30 
innovations for 

business development
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Large number of innovations 

identified and submitted
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Living lab at city of Antwerp

Sint-Andries as 

“LIVING LAB”
Workshop February 2017:

How to make our district climate proof?

Smart green roof

Impact on floods & 

ecological parameters
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PLANNING
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